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The Dearborn Co. Historical Society
Vance-Tousey House Celebrating 207 years - 1818-2025

The DC Historical Society has lots to celebrate 
in 2025. 

While a time of celebration, it is also a time to 
reflect and to build a strong future for the Vance-
Tousey House and Dearborn County, setting the 
course for the next 200 years. 

The Society is located in the historic 1818 
Vance-Tousey House, home of Samuel C. Vance, 
Lawrenceburg’s founder. The house, set apart by 
its soaring spiral staircase and grand riverfront 
façade, is considered one of the finest examples 
of Federal architecture in the State of Indiana. 
Additionally, the Society is steward to the 1820 
Angevine Log Cabin, located in the Society’s Pio-
neer Homestead across the street.

There are a number of ways to be a part of the 
DCHS events:

•Stay Informed on the planning progress by 
signing up for email updates.

•Join the Conversation on social media through 
the Dearborn County Historical Society Facebook 
page.

•Get Involved by attending the various talks 
and events.

•Volunteer! We are the sole repository of 
county artifacts. 

Last year, with the assistance of hard work 
and various grants, we began the remodel of 
the second floor landing. The Palladium Window 
grant help to repair and open up the second floor 
ladies morning room to its 1818 granduer “morn-
ing room” that overlooks the river. 

We also have documented thousands of pho-
tograhs clothing and other donations by private 
individuals! 
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2025 DCHS BOARD 
MEMBERS

President: Sam Fulton
Vice President: Susanna Ullrich Jameson

Secretary/Memberships: Jenny Awad, County 
Historian

Treasurer: Connie Cleary
Board Members at large:

Joyce Baer
Joshua Carlton
Kyle Lussow

Brett McDaniels
Clifford Thies

Eric Smith
Suzanne Terrill

We are open, beginning March 3, 2025 from 1 to 4 pm 
Monday-Wednesday-Friday or by appointment.

We are a totally volunteer organization and rely on 
donations, grants and hard work. 



I started school in 1946 at the age of five.  
We lived at 330 Front Street in Lawrenceburg, 
Indiana.  One block away from Newtown Park.  
Newtown School was three blocks away on the 
corner of 4th and Shipping Streets.  My normal 
path to school required me to pass Newtown 
Park each day.

In those days, as it is today, the park was 
generously shaded by huge hardwood trees.  
The numerous park benches that line the walk-
ways were often filled with the elderly and distill-
ery workers on lunch break.  They read the daily 
paper, played checkers, fed the squirrels, and 
leisurely passed the time.  The focal point of the 
park is a beautiful fountain at the center.  The 
fountain flows with water in the summer and the 
pool area is lighted when filled.

I have many fond memories of this beauti-
ful park.  It has always been well cared for and 
inviting.  It is not a playground with swings, 
basketball goals (this is Indiana) or batting tees.  
It is simply a quiet, grassy, tree covered place for 
relaxation.

There were many simple times when we 
played catch, chased each other in the rain, and 
skipped along the walkways en route to some 
important childhood event.  Oh the memories!

During the peak of WW-II a huge billboard 
was erected, centered on the Northern end of 
the park facing US-50.  It was perhaps 10 feet 
tall and 20 feet long.  On this billboard there 
were hundreds of hand painted names in black 
letters honoring the residents who were defend-
ing our nation at war.

My father, and his four brothers were among 
those listed there.  After the war was over, on the 
Northeast corner of the Park, a large temporary 
structure was erected.   That elevated stage, like 
a bandstand, created one of the most memo-
rable moments of my youth.  

One summer day at the end of the war, 
Newtown Park was alive with visitors and dig-
nitaries.  The Tiger Marching Band paraded up 
Eads Parkway, turned South onto Main Street, 
turned again at Second Street then onto Park 
Street finally stopping at the corner of the Park 
next to the bandstand.  Then a handful of men 

in military uniforms were invited, one at a time, 
onto the stage and were greeted by the dignitar-
ies assembled there.  One of those men was 
my father’s younger brother Kenneth “Wayne” 
Fulton-Williams.  Uncle Wayne, still hampered 
by his wounds suffered during the battle of Iwo 
Jima, was helped onto the stage.  A citation 
was read, medals were pinned on his uniform, 
and the band played.  Other men were similarly 
honored.  None of us knew at the time but today 
Kenneth Wayne Fulton-Williams is enshrined in 
the Indiana Military Veterans Hall of Fame.  One 
of only three from Dearborn County.

Memories of my youth are filled with mo-
ments in this place so it gives me tremendous 
pleasure and satisfaction to be a part of a new 
tradition in my hometown, and in this magnificent 
park. 

Jim Fulton Remembers Newtown

Jim Fulton protrays Abraham Lincoln for special 
events. Fulton has many fond memories of not just 
Lawrenceburg but around the world.  He is an Air 
Force Veteran and has lead a very interesting life. With 
his love of history and Abraham Lincoln he paints a 
real life portral for our community.  His columns in 
our future newsletters will certainly be enjoyable. 



It is with great pleasure that “Greendale’s Christmas on the Av-
enue” Committee, and Greendale Main Street can provide the 
Dearborn County Historical Society with the proceeds of their 
fourth annual historic homes tour fundraising event.
This Committee was formed in 2020 by a small group of historic 
home owners in Greendale to assist in providing funding to sup-
port DCHS and historic restoration.  
Last year they were joined by Greendale Main Street.  That orga-
nization has taken on an increasingly significant role by adding 
their website to manage the ticketing function, and providing vol-
unteers to man critical activities driven by the evet.
Five historic homeowners: Mishelle Rowlett, Pat & Bill Krider, 
Nichole Wood, Tammy & Steve Johnson, and Sam & Jim Fulton 
on Greendale’s Ridge Avenue,  plus Donna & Ray Pennington at 
the wonderful Daniel Major Home in Lawrenceburg (US-50) par-
ticipated in this historic homes tour.  
These homeowners, at their own expense, decorate, coordinate, 
and plan for months leading up the tour which took place on Dec. 
14, 2024.
“Greendale’s Christmas on the Avenue” 2024 was a huge suc-

Ryan Goode (Greendale Main Street) presents check to Jenny Awad 
President of Dearborn County Historical Society.
The top left corner of check displays a special Christmas Ornament be-
ing offered by Greendale Main Street.

cess, generating what we believe is a record $7, 500. This event 
not only raises essential funding to support DCHS, it also elevates 
and increases public awareness of the importance of historic pres-
ervation.

Greendale Christmas On The Avenue
Historic Home Tour



NEW OR RENEWING - WELCOME TO DCHS
Name:							       Address

City:					     State: 		  Zip:			   Phone:

Individual $15.00	 Sustaining $50.00		  Business & Industry $75.00	 Lifetime $200.00

Family $25.00		  Organization $30.00		  Youth/Student $3.00		  Donation $__________

EMAIL ADDRESS: ______________________________________
Please comptete and mail with the correct payment to the Dearborn County Historical Society,  508 West High St. 
Lawrenceburg, IN 47025-1916.  For more information, call (812) 537-4075.  Donations are tax deductible according to 
current state and local income tax regulations.  Thank you for keeping history alive.  
Email: dearborncohis@gmail.com - www.dearborncountyhs.org

I love to look at old photographs 
called cabinet cards. Cabinet cards 
are rarely found after 1906. Identify-
ing characteristics: The thickness of 
the card stock, the color of its borders 
and whether it has rounded corners 
(1870s to 1900) or square corners 
(after 1900) can often help determine 
the date of a photograph. 

Photographer Harry Gurlitz, who 
traveled in Indiana and Kentucky, 
parked his Picture Gallery in Law-
renceburg in 1883. Sitters entered the 
steps on the end of this mobile studio 
and posed under the skylight seen on 
top. His darkroom was on the end.

Do you have information about 
any Indiana photographers, 1840s-
present? Thanks to a Heritage Sup-
port Grant provided by the Indiana 
Historical Society and made possible 
by Lilly Endowment, Inc., Indiana 
Album Inc., are updating a database 
of photographers who worked in 
the state and seek biographical and 
studio information. Email at photog-
raphers@indianaalbum.com. Photo 
property of  “Indiana Album” Hunter 
Family collection.

HARRY GURLITZ
Photographic Artist

Lawrenceburg, Indiana


